March 2024

Otero C'oant_y 9-H

NEWSLETTER

In thie Tecue 9-H Meeting Schedule

Age Groups 23-24 Year

Good Standing . . . Next
4-H Enrollment and Meeting Attendance 4-H Club Time/Location Monthly Meeting Meeting
4-H Volunteer Requirements .

County Council Meeting Alamogordo 4-H bpm@ le;ivrgE::ﬁI;:wldmg 2nd Tuesday March 12
NM 4-H Community Scholarship

Southern Regional Livestoc _ ,

School Cloudcroft 4-H Club 6:00pm @ Cloudcroft Middle Last Thursday March 28

School Commons Area
Save the Dates

Vet Science Camp ) )
Shooting Sports Heritage 4-H 7pm @ Fairgrounds 2nd Monday March 11

Virtual Career Night

Horse Project 3pm @ first Baptist Ruidoso

Rocketry Mescalero 4-H (Country Club Drive) 1st Sunday March 3
YGA

ST Mustangs 4-H 6pm@ High Rolls Senior Center Last Tuesday March 26
Take 10 with 4-H

Tagging Dates

Contest Carnival Tularosa 4-H 7pm @ Carroll Family Home 1st Tuesday March 5

Horse School

Please ensure the 4-H Club you are enrolled in on Zsuites matches the
club you are actively attending. If you are enrolled in two ore more
clubs you are expected to be in good standing for both clubs.

BE BOLD. Shape the Future. 401 Fairgrounds Road
College of Agricultural, Consumer Alamogordo, NM 88310
and Environmental Sciences 575.437.0231

S T A T E Cooperative Extension Service otero@nmsu.edu
Otero County Extension Office oteroextension.nmsu.edu

New Mexico State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer and educator. NMSU and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture cooperating. The College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences is an engine for economic and community 1
development in New Mexico, improving the lives of New Mexicans through research, academic programs, and extension.




9-H Age Groupe for the 2023- 2024 9-H Year

*Cloverbud Novice

Junior Senior

: ; . 13 year olds in the 8th grade;14
° yea[[jOlC;s, ° 2 )(/jear Odldsgln the r::l gesr Olzs ”12 year olds; 15 year olds; 16 year
Age as of year olds; /year | 3rd grade, 9 year [ the 6th grade;

Youth who are 19 by December
and in the2nd |olds, 11 year olds| year olds in the | 31of the current 4-H year are

grade in the 5th grade 7th grade not eligible to enroll as a 4-H
member

The current 4-H program year is October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2024. Rodeo age requirements vary
slightly from other 4-H programs and can be found in the NM 4-H Rodeo Rule Book on the NM 4-H Website.
*While the 4-H Cloverbuds program is a component of the overall 4-H Youth Development program and 4-H

Cloverbuds members are recognized as 4-H members for the purposes of enrollment, they are considered to be

in a special membership category with regard to programs and policies.

Good Standing

Members, parents and leaders, do you know exactly what 4-H members need to do to be in "good standing"? Do
you know what the "good standing" requirements are? If not, please take a moment to check these out now. Don't
wait until before the fair (or other events/activities) when you may not have enough time to meet the
requirements.

Remember, a 4-H member in good standing is one who has met the following requirements:

--Enrolls in a 4-H Club by February 1, 2024.

--Attends at least 40% of all club meetings held between October 1, 2023 and the date of the event or activity.
Some 4-H Clubs require members to attend at least 50% of club meetings. So, be sure to check with your 4-H
club leader for the minimum number of club meetings you are required to attend to be considered in "good
standing".

--Follows the NM 4-H Conduct and Behavior Expectations of Youth and Adults.

9-H Project Materiale

In 4-H, there are numerous projects available to members. Projects include animal science, gardening,
photography, foods, clothing, public speaking, creative arts, Cloverbuds and more. A complete list of
projects is available on the NM 4-H website. Project materials are available for each 4-H project which
include manuals and record forms. Members receive materials by enrolling in the project and requesting
materials from the Otero County Extension Service. Leaders may also request project materials to
facilitate 4-H project meetings.

Many of the 4-H project materials are available as a digital file (free of charge). In Otero County, the first
three printed project materials are provided free of charge to 4-H members and any additional projects
cost $4.00 each. If you would like to request digital or printed project materials, please call (575-437-
0231) or email (otero@nmsu.edu) the Otero County Extension Service. There is no

deadline for adding a project to your enrollment during the 4-H program year.
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9-H Envollment Changes and Meeting Attendance

Please contact the Extension Office, 575-437-023], if you would like to make any changes to your 4-H
enrollment. After February 1, 2024, you will not be able to make any changes in the Zsuite enroliment
program via the Zsuite website and therefore you will need to contact the Extension Office by phone,
575-437-023], or email, otero@nmsu.edu, and request changes be made to your enrollment. This
includes changing to a different club, adding/dropping 4-H projects, updates to your contact

information, etc. Parents/guardians need to check with their organizational 4-H club volunteer leader
and confirm their youth are enrolled in the 4-H club they are attending 4-H club meetings for as good
standing verification will be sent to the 4-H club youth are enrolled in via the Zsuite enrollment
program. 4-H members will only receive credit towards good standing for attending 4-H club
meetings for which they are enrolled in via Zsuite. Also, 4-H youth enrolled in multiple 4-H clubs via
Zsuite are required to meet the attendance requirements of all clubs they are enrolled in to be
considered in good standing.

‘/—H l/o/unteek ,Qequikementg 7.Select “OK” indicating that you have been
To help with 4-H events, adult volunteers will need to successfully enrolled in the training
1.Complete a background check 8.Select “LAUNCH” to open the next page of
2.Enroll as a Volunteer either paper copy or on New Mexico — Working with Minors training.

Zsuites. 9.Select “New Mexico Working with Minors” to
3.Complete the working with minors course on open the next page of New Mexico - Working
Zsuites: with Minors training.

1.Go to https://4h.zsuite.org For best results:Use
Google Chrome, Safari or Firefox as your internet
browser. Complete this training on a laptop or
desktop computer. If you are using a tablet device,
please note you may need to scroll to have text and
interactive elements in this training to appear
and/or work properly.

2.Sign-up and register a new household account. If
you already have an account skip to #3. (A tip sheet
for creating a new household account is available
from the ZSuite website.)

3.Log in with your email and password. If you had an
account and can’t remember your password select
“Forgot Password?” to reset.

4.1f you open any window in Zsuites and you see the
pink “UPDATE READY - CLICK TO RELOAD” - click
on the pink update button so that you have the
latest updates.

5.Select “Clover Academy” on left menu bar, then
select “ENROLL” for the New Mexico — Working with
Minors training. You may need to scroll to the
bottom of the page to see the training and
“ENROLL”. Please note, there are additional
trainings on this page that are optional.

6.Select “YES” for confirming your enrollment in New
Mexico — Working with Minors training.

10. Select the blue box to begin the training.
11. Select “START EXPLORING” and read each
lesson. After you scroll to the end of each
lesson, you will see the title of the next lesson
at the bottom of the screen. Select the next
lesson shown on the bottom of the screen to
advance through each lesson. Click on lesson
features (such as images, symbols +, etc.) as
provided to expand and read additional text.
There are two quizzes (knowledge checks)
within the training that you must complete. If
you do not score 80% or higher to pass, you will
need to retake the quiz. There is a retake button
at the end of each quiz.

12.0nce you complete all lessons and
successfully pass the quizzes, select
“Completion Certificate” button in the bottom
right corner of the screen.

13.You will be taken to another page where you
may view a certificate of completion for
successfully completing the New Mexico -
Working with Minors training. No additional
actions need to be taken on your part. Zsuite
will notify the County Extension Office that
your annual training is complete. Please
contact the Extension Office if you have any 3
questions, 575-437-0231. Thank you!



MarchCounty Council Meeting

The next County 4-H Council Meeting
is scheduled for:

Thursday, March 21st at 6:30 pm at
the Extension Office
Everyone is welcome to attend....but,

speciall nd

cl-
p

SAVE THE
DATE

Southern Regional
Livestock School

June 12¢h= June 14¢h, 2024

Registration will Open May 1st!
Jackpot Information TBD

Luna Co. Fairgrounds
Deming, NM

Featuring:
Cattle, Sheep, Goat & Swine Tracks

NM 4-H Community
Service Scholarship

The NM 4-H Community Service
Scholarship provides financial
assistance to any Novice, Junior, or
Senior 4-H member participating in a
state 4-H event (examples: Senior
Leadership Retreat or Youth Get-
Away). The scholarship will cover the
registration expenses for the state 4-H
event. In addition, the scholarship also
provides $250 of the team fees for
Senior 4-H members serving as a State
4-H Officer or Ambassador. A
complete description of the
scholarship criteria and an application
form can be obtained from the NM 4-H
website. A list of scholarship
application deadline dates is also
included on the website.

Youth Get Away
Glorieta, NM
April 19-21

R

State Shooting Sports
Championship
Raton, NM
May 2-5

Horse School
Farmington, NM
June 3-6 4
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EXTENSION
e % R = %" = A minimum of four (4) practices
N YN, ..+ mustbe attended prior to Otero
_ y A7 County shooting sports contest
VETERINARY SCIENCE CERTIFIGATE PROGRAM " during the current 4-H program
year in that said discipline. 4-H
VETERINARY SCIENCE members must attend at least one
OVERNIGHT CAMP practice session between October
This Veterinary Science Camp is designed for underserved 1st and March 1st in that said
students from New Mexico and those located within PN . e
135 mile of the state line. c!ls.mplln.e to b.e .ellglble to .
participate in additional practice
* HANDS-ON ANIMAL EXPERIENCE . .
e TOUR NMSU COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE sessions SChedUIEd durlng the 4-H
* LEARN VET SCIENCE SKILLS program year. 4-H shooting sports
e EXPLORE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN .
VETERINARY MEDICINE & ANIMAL SCIENCE members are responsible for
signing in at each practice they
nd. P heck r emai
May 3-5, 2024 50 norcn attend. Please check you e. ails
perstcent S for all other updates regarding the
New Mexico State University Registration is limited to .
Las Cruces, NM 20 qualified students shooting sports program. If you
andigpensionMarciia i have any questions regarding the
shooting sports program please

) ) contact Kalie at 575-437-0231 or
' For more information: Sponsored By: .
VSCP aevm.tamu.edu.com kaliel7g@nmsu.edu.

Wysemingd-HY e N

FARM BROTHERS

VIRTUAL
CAREER
NIGHT

= MARCH 19, 2024
®© 6PM MST
e VIA ZOOM >> REGlSTER.

Learn about different career paths and
how 1o get ready for the career you want!

LSO A MBER ARMAJO @
EXTENSION

307-347-3431
AMWALL@UWYO.EDU

" WYOMING4H.ORG/VIRTUAL-CAREER-NIGHT



Horse Project

Sid Gordon the Agriculture Agent for Otero County works with
4-H youth and their equine to ensure better and safe riding
practices. Youth attending must wear a helmet and bring their
own horse. The first riding practice will take place at the Otero
County Fairgrounds at 10:00am on Saturday, March 23rd.

Horse certificates must
be turned in to the
Otero County Extension
Office by May 1st. NM
4-H Rodeo forms are
due February 1st.

Rocketry
Rocketry will be starting back up in the 2024 year. If you are interested in participating in
the rocketry workshop please RSVP with Christine Martin at alamogordo4H@gmail.com.
Members must attend at least 3 of the 4 workshops offered.
March 23rd @ 10am

N v
’ © April 27th @ TBD @ \
)’ ~ May 18th @ TBD | | \4

All workshops will take place at the Extension Office.

Youth Get-Away

Date: April 19-21

Cost for Youth:$75.00

Registration forms are due March 22nd at
S5pm

Counselor and CIT applications are due

March 13th at 5pm

Youth Get-Away or YGA is a youth leadership camp

that is offered to novice and junior members to

attend with senior members being counselors or

counselors in training. Representative Harlan

Vincent has provided legislative funds of our

YO uth Get Away county which has reduced the cost of YGA

2024 registration for Otero County 4-H members to

$75.00. 5}




4-H sewing workshops will be held on Monday
afternoons in March at the Otero County Extension
Office. All Novice, Junior, and Senior 4-H members
may participate in the sessions. If you are interested
in participating in the sessions, please contact Kelly

at the Extension Office, 575-437-0231 or
kelknigh@nmsu.edu. Kelly will provide assistance to

4-H families for selecting a 4-H sewing project.
Sewing options include garments, tote bags, aprons,
quilts, to name a few. All sewing levels are welcome,

beginners to advanced. Sewing machines will be

provided for 4-H members to use or 4-H members
may bring their own machines to the sessions. There
is no fee for participating. However, 4-H members
are responsible for purchasing some supplies such as
fabric, thread, patterns, buttons, elastic, etc.

Last 4-H year we had a growing number of 4-H
members participating in the sewing sessions. If the
numbers continue to grow, we will need more adults
to stay and assist 4-H members during the sessions.

Parents are always welcome to attend the sewing
sessions and help their child(ren). Parents do not
have to be experts in sewing to help, they simply
need to be willing to learn and help. The agent and
volunteer leaders will provide direction and
assistance to 4-H members during the sessions, but
we may need additional adults to attend with their
youth. An adult who is an enrolled 4-H leader is
welcome to assist any of the 4-H youth. Parents who
are not enrolled 4-H leaders may assist their own
child(ren) during the sewing sessions. We have 10
sewing machines available each week for sewing. If
we have an occurrence of not having enough
machines for the number of youth attending the
sessions, then we may need to look at requiring 4-H
families to RSVP for the sewing sessions.

Y R S G P GG R G GG G m— <

The purpose of the 4-H
sewing project is to
provide 4-H youth with a
lifetime skill. Youth will
learn skills that can save
them money throughout
their lifetime. They can
replace a lost button or
sew a seam that ripped
open. They will also gain
self-confidence, patience,
perseverance, problem-
solving and they’ll have an
opportunity to express
their creative side through
sewing. 4-H’ers will enter
their completed sewing
items in the Otero County
4-H Achievement Day
(usually scheduled in
August) and may
participate in 4-H Fashion
revues (summer months).

Please contact Kelly at the
Extension Office if you
have any questions
regarding 4-H sewing
projects, 575-437-0231 or

kelknigh@nmsu.edu.




Take 10
? with 4-H

Idea/lnformation Sharing for 4-H

Volunteer Leaders via Zoom

An extension agent or 4-H volunteer will present

about 5-7 minutes on a topic and open up for

sharing from participants for remainder of the 10

minutes. Sessions will be recorded and shared on

the State 4-H website. Since the scheduled Take

10 sessions will only focus on ane small part of When:

a larger topic, additional resources will also be en:

found on the State 4-H website under the select- 1st Thursday of the month on the dates
ed Take 10 topic. below during the lunch hour.

The topics held during the same lunch hour will be separate presentations.

2024 Dates/Topics/Times:

January 4, 2024 May 2, 2024 .

NM 4-H 101- Part 1 (12:15pm) Ranch Camp (12:15pm)

Community Service Plan for the Year (12:30pm) Food Challenge(12:30pm)
Parliamentary Procedure (12:45pm)

February 1, 2024 October 3, 2024

Livestock School (12:15pm) New Family Information (12:30pm)

Horse School (12:30pm NM 4-H Adult Forum (12:45pm)

March 7, 2024 November 7, 2024

Judging Quick Facts (12:30pm) Range School (12:30pm)

April 4, 2024 December 5, 2024
Dog School (12:30pm) Project Clips (12:30pm)

Tagging Dates If you have scheduling

Cattle conflicts with these

. dates, please contact
April 18th from 5pm to 7pm Kalie at the Otero

April 20th from 8am to 10am County Extension Office

Sheep, Goat, and Swine at 575-437-0231 to
schedule a time to bring

June 6th from 5pm to 7pm livestock to be tagged at
June 8th from 8am to 10am  (east two weeks prior to

these dates.

Al
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Thursday, March 21st at 5pm

Otero County Extension Office
RSVP with Kalie at 575-437-0231 or kalie17g@nmsu.edu by March 18th!

This is a great event to see what 4-H contests are available, how they are run, and
what you might be good at! Stay for the County Council meeting following at 6:30 pm

: If you are an individual with a disability and need an auxiliary aid or service,
6 please contact Kalie Gillespie at 575-437-0231 2 weeks prior
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Fun week of riding classes and H n R s E s B H u u L

more with industry professionals!
JUNE 3-6
MCGEE PARK
FARMINGTON, NM

Must bring your own horse!
RV/ Trailer Hook-ups available for
small fee.

e San Juan County o NM State 4
N5 _234-0403

575-646-3026

New Mexico State Universily is an equal opportunily/affirmative aclion employer and educalor,
NMSU and the US Department of Agriculture cooperating. 51 *

Kelly Knight Kalie Gillespie Sid Gordon
County Program Director County Extension County Extension
Family & Consumer Sciences Agent 4-H Agent Agriculture Agent
kelknigh@nmsu.edu kaliel7g@nmsu.ed sgordon@nmsu.edu
575-437-0231 575-437-0231 575-437-0231

New Mexico State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer and educator. NMSU and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Cooperating 10




2024

March

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Vet Science Camp
Mescalero 4-H Meeting| Registration opens | Tularosa 4-H Meeting
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
YGA Counselor/CIT
Applications DUE
Heritage 4-H Meeting Alamogordo 4-H Meeting

17 18 19 20 2] 22 23

y%%% Contest Carnival YGA Registration DUE Horse Practice
¢ Dy Rocketry

3\‘%%* County Council

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Mustangs 4-H Meeting

Cloudcroft 4-H Meeting

Otero County
Extension Office
Closed




